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- JAMES . 27. 


. Religion, and undefiled before Gol. 650 
the Father, is this ; To viſit the Father- 
leſß aud Widows in their Afliction, a to 
„ himſelf nuſpotted from the I" d. 


QHE RE are two Things which in an n Manner 
render God worthy of the Homage and Adoration 
of his reaſonable Creatures, and recommend him to 
their higheſt Affection and Eſteem: Theſe are the 
abſoloto and uncharigeable Rectitude of his Nature, and the 
conſtant diffuſive Care and Goodneſs of his Providence. And 
therefore as true Religion may juſtly be ſaid to conſiſt in the 
real Conformity of our Natures to God, and an Imitation of 
his all Se yy ala ample, the Deſcription: given by the inſpired 
Apoſtte, id my Text, hath the moſt certain Foundation of 
Truth to ſupport ir, vix. That pare Religion, and undefiled be- 
fore God, even the Father, is this: To viſit the Fatherleſs and 
Widows in their Aſlictian, and to keep himſelf unſpotted from the 
World; A Subject which I ſhall inſiſt on with the greater 
Pleaſure, not only as it is an Argument of the higheſt Impor- 
tanee in it ſelf, but becauſe tis a proper Deſeription of your 
Diſpoſition, and what ſhews the Sincerny and Acceptableneſs 
of your Piety, who have voluntarily united your ſelves to car- 
ty on the Work of Charity, and to viſit and relieve both the 

Futherleſs and Widows in their Affliction. This is the Wor- 
lip that you pay to God, even the Father, any cis one 
that is pure and unde file. 

In the preceding Verſes the Apoſtle ea 2. to rows 
he i to an uniform, conſtant Obedience to n 
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Benevolence and Integrity 
and Precepts of Chriſtianity : Be ye Doers of the Word, and not 
Hearers only*. Think it not enough, that you give Attention 
to the Goſpel Doctrine, and profeſs to believe it. Tis a Do- 
ctrine according to Godlineſs, and the Belief of it ſhould lead 
you to univerſal Virtue and Goodneſs ; and unleſs this be the 
Effect of it, your Profeſſion is vain ; and you deceive and im- 
poſe on your ſelves, if you expect the Rewards of Chriſtianity 
—_ w_ other Foundation. .. For if any Man be an Hearer of 
the Word, and not a Doer, he is like unto a Man bebolding his 
natural Face in.a Glaſs ; for he beholdeth himſelf, and goeth his 
Way, and ſtraigbtway forgetteth what: manner of Man he was *. 
i. e. The Perſon who contents himſelf merely with hearing the 
Goſpel Doctrine, without mending his Temper, reforming 
his Life, and putting in Practice the great Duties it recom- 
mends, can gain no more Advantage hereby, than a Man doth, 
who takes a tranſient View of his Face in a Glaſs, and who, 
though the Mirror is deſigned to ſhew him the Defects of his 
Perſon. or Dreſs; yet immediately forgets what is repreſented 
to him, without taking any care to rectify what he ſees in 
either diſorderly and amiſs. But w looketh into the perfect 
Law of Liberty, and continues therein, he being not a. forgetful 
Hearer. bur a; Deer of tbe Word, this Man ſhall be bleſſed in 
bis Deed*. | The Law of Liberty is the Chriſtian Religion, in 
oppoſition to the: burthenſome Superſtitions and Ceremonies 
Gentiles and Fews. He that: looketh into this Law, rag 
xv} as, ſtoops down, and conſiders with a becoming Attention 
and Diligence the Requirements and Obligations of it; and 
continues therein; doth not only take a tranſient View of it, as 
Men do of their Faces in a Glaſs, but makes it his conſtant 
Study, and keeps the Principles of it habitually preſent with 
his Mind: The Man who remembers what he hears, practi- 
ſes what he remembers; this is the Man who ſhall be appro- 
ved and rewarded of God. Religion is of an uniform, fixed 
Nature, that extends to the Whole of a Man's Behaviour and 
Converſation, that regulates his Diſcourſe as well as governs 
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| Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, 0 
religious, boaſts of his Godlineſs, and profeſſes himſelf a Wor- 
ſhiper of the true God, and yet doth not bridle his Tongue, 
but allows himſelf in profane, impure, cenſorious, and re- 

proachful Diſcourſe; lach a one is deſtitute of the Spi- 
ric of Chriſtianity, deceives bis own Heart, by reſting on 
ſuch a Form of Godlineſs; his Religion is empty and inef- 
fectual, and muſt therefore be altogether vain and unprofit- 
able; neither acceptable to God, nor beneficial to himſelf. 
No; true Religion, Religion pure and uncorrupted, that ſub- 
ſtantial Worſhip which God approves, and will finally re- 
ward, conſiſts in viſiting the Fatherleſs and Widows in their 


Aiction, and in keeping our ſelves unſpatted from the World. 
In ſpeaking to which Words I ſhall, 5 


I. Conſider what it is in which the Apoſtle fixes the Nature 
of true Religion. 


II. Endeavour to demonſtrate that this Account of pure and 
undefiled Religion is true. | 


I. I ſhall confider wherein the Nature of true Religion 
conſiſts, as here deſcribed and laid down by the Apoſtle. Ir is 
in vifiting the Fatberleſs and Widews ia their Aftiction, and in 
keeping a Man's ſelf unſpotted from the World. | 

1. la viſiting the Fatherleſs and Widows in their Afffiction. 
Fatherleſs Children. The original Word is Oegparss, Orphans 
are properly ſuch who have loſt their natural Parents, in In- 
fancy or Youth, before they are attained to Years of Age and 
Maturity, and who are left by them either in Circumſtances 
of Want and Diſtreſs, or deprived of their Counſel, Aſſiſtance 
and Friendſhip ; theſe are Objects of great Pity and Compaſ- 
ſion, becauſe of their helpleſs and defenceleſs Age, and becauſe 
bereaved of thoſe, who by the ſtrongeſt Ties of Nature, and 
from the Dictates of the moſt tender Affection, muſt have 
been ſolicitous for their Welfare, careful of their Education, 
and diligent in their Endeavours to have provided for them 
the Neceſſaries and Comforts of Life. How real and folid is 
the Loſs when Children are ſtripped of this Bleſſing, left in 
their Infancy and Childhood wholly unprovided for, caſt * 
the 


6 Benevolence and Integrity 3 
the World without Friend or Fortune, born with animal Paſ- 
ſions and Appetites, without any to check them in their early 
Riſe, or teach them the Art to regulate and ſubdue them; 
ſurrounded with innumerable Temptations and Snares, with- 
out Guide to lead them; and Inſtructor to teach them either 
how to avoid or overcome them; and who are thereby almoſt 
abandoned to the Diſtreſſes of Poverty and Want, and in the 
utmoſt Danger of being as well corrupted in their Morals, as 
deſtitute and miſerable in their Lives. Theſe are oftentimes 
the Afflictions of Orphans; and what renders their Caſe more 
compaſſionable is; that they neither know their Loſs, nor are 
concern'd for their Danger, and have neither the Inclination 
or Power to aſſiſt themſelves, or prevent their Ruin. 1 
And as to the State of Widowhood, how many are the In- 
conveniencies and Afflictions that attend it, from the natural 
Weakneſs of the Sex it ſelf, and from the prevailing Laws 
and Cuſtoms of Nations; oftentimes liable to be defrauded of 
what they have by Treachery and Deceit, or to be oppreſſed 
by the Violence of the Rich and Powerful: Or who, if they 
are left in Diſtreſs and Want, are generally incapable of 1 
curing a tolerable Subfiſtence, : or extricating themſel ves from 
the Straits and Difficulcics of Poverty. Labour and Tait are 
made properly for Men; the liberal Profeſſions are their pe- 
culiar Study; the Arts of Negociation, and the Myſteries of 
Trade, are Provinces aſſigned by the God of Nature to them; 
the aſſiduous Application, the free Converſe with the World, 
the frequent Exchanges of Places and Countries, chat are ne- 
ceſſary to catry on the Affairs of Life with Succeſs, are indiſ- 
wtably Set vices which belong to them. S0 that when the 
Huſband,” and Father of the Family is removed by Death, 
the Means af Subſiſtence generally die with him, the diſcon- 
folate: Midou looſes the proper Source of her Maintenance 
and Support, and hath oftentimes no future Dependance for 
the very Neceflaries of Life, but the cold and uncertain Affe- 
tions of the World, and the immediate Compaſſions and 
Cate of Providence. Afffictions of this Kind are extremely 
moving, and che Fears, Diſtreſſes, and Straits of a deſtitute 
:H1dowhbood too tender for me to deſcribe, without an undue 
20 Emotion, 


Eſentials of Chriſtianity. 7 
Emotion, or for you, I believe, even to be put in mind of, 
without Reſolutions of Charity and Goodneſs. 

For the Apoſtle tells us, that pure Religion, and undefiled, 
is to vit theſe: Orphans and Widows in their Affliction. 
The original Word er D denotes properly to inſpect 
with Attention and Care, and to examine with Diligence any 
Affair in all its Circumſtances, that we may know how to 
manage our Conduct with regard to it. And accordingly 
when applied to Objects in Diſtreſs, it implies, not an ineffe- 
Qual Sympathy, or formal Condoleance: For as our Apoſtle 
expreſſes it, If a Brother or Siſter be naked, and deſtitute of daily 
Pood, and one of you ſay unto them, Depart in Peace, be you 
warmed and filled, notwithſtanding ye give them not thoſe Things 
which are needful to the Body: What doth it profit“? No, the 
Viſiting here ſpoken of implies ſomething more ſubſtantial, 
vid. ſuch a benevolent Affection of Mind towards them, as 
leads us to a compaſhonate Conſideration of their Caſe, and 
prompts us to afford them a ſuitable Relief. Thus Meath. 
XXV. 36. our bleſſed Saviour tells us, that at the univerſal. 
Judgment he will acknowledge and reward his faithful Diſci- 
ples, becauſe, I ben I was fick ye vifited me, kindly pitied me, 
and adminiſter d what was proper and neceſſary for my Com- 
fort and Relief. And thus to viſit the Orphans and Widows 
in their Afflictions, is to be tenderly affected towards their 
deſtitute and mournful State; to take their Condition into our 
moſt ſerious Thoughts; to give them that real Aſſiſtance 
which they need, and contribute with willing and chearful 
Minds towards alleviating their Sufferings, and ſupporting 
them under the Straits and Burthens of Life. | : 

80 that the firſt: Thing in which the Apoſtle places true 
Religion is Benevolence of Diſpoſition, and the conſequent 
Effects of Mercy and Goodneſs towards all Perſons whatſo- 
ever, whoſe Circumſtances are afflicted, and call for our Com- 

ſſion and Relief. Orphans and Widows in Affliction are 
real Objects of Charity; and the Apoſtle particularly men- 
tions theſe, becauſe they are Caſes chat peculiarly affect us, 
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and do indiſputably deſerve and claim our Sympathy and Aſſi- 
ſtance; and to teach us, that our Compaſſion and Charity 
muſt be wiſely regulated, and directed to real Objects of Ne- 
ceſſity, in order to their becoming Inſtances: of teal and ac- 
ceptable Religion; and that the tender Regards of a generous 
Mind towards all Perſons whatſoever, in Circumſtances of real 
Affliction and Diſtreſs, diſcovering themſelves in all the ge- 


nuine Fruits of Goodneſs, are Acts of Piety towards God, and 


that Worſhip in which the Father delights. But, | 
2. As true Religion is uniform and conſiſtent, and extends 
to the Whole of our Character and Behaviour, hence the 
Apoſtle farther adds, with great Propriety and Truth, that 
Religion, pure and undefiled, is 70 Les our ſelves unſpatted 
frem the World, as well as 10 viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows. 
in their Afticions. Benevolence and Charity to others are not 
ſufficient to compleat the Character of a religious Man, unleſs 
he takes a proper Care of bimſelf, maintains the Dignity and 
| ReRitude of his own Nature, and preſerves himſelf free from 
the Corruptions and Impyrities of a wicked and degenerate 
World. Vicious Habits, contracted and indulged, leſſen the Va- 
lue,. and ſoil the Beauty, even of Benevolence it ſelf,, They are 
indeed Arguments that this divine Diſpoſition is defective, par- 
tial, and inconſtant; and that how extenſive and effectual ſoever 
ſuch a Perſon's Good- will may be to others, he is wanting in 2 
due Concern and Tenderneſs for his own Welfare and Happi- 
neſs; and amidſt all the Expreſſions of his Generoſity to them, is 
cruel and relentleſs to his own Wants; and hath neither; the 
Heart to pity, nor the Hand to extend Relief to himſelf, un- 
der his own greater Misforcunes and Miſery. | +. 11 
Integrity and conſcious Virtue are the greateſt Ornaments 
ond moſt valuable Treaſures of human Nature. And, one; of 
the nobleſt Inſtances of Reſemblance that Men can hear to 
God himſelf conſiſts, in maintaining all their Powers and Fa- 
culties freed from every corrupt and criminal Biaſs, in pre- 
ſerving themſelves from the Influence of irregular, Paſſions and 
diſhonourable Affections, in cultivating every good and wor- 
thy Diſpoſition, in a ſteady uniform Obedience to the Dictates 
of Reaſon, and A of Truth, and in the Conformity 


of 
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of all their Actions to the everlaſting Laws, and immutab le 
Obligations of Righteouſneſs; in oppoſition to the falſe and 
deſtructive Principles of the vicious Part of Mankind, the 
Force and Prevalence of their evil Examples, and all the va- 
rious Temptations and Snares that may offer themſelves, to 
engage us to a Conformity with them in Practice, and to a 
Participation with them in their Wickedneſs and Guilt. This 
is to keep our ſelves unſpotted from the World, and an effential . 
Part of pure and rewardable Religion; and though Benevo- 
lence of Diſpoſition, attended with ſuitable Works of Charity 
and Mercy, is very amiable in it ſelf, and an indiſputable Part 
of the Chriſtian's Character; yet I think no Doctrine can be 
more pernicious .in its Conſequences, or falſe 'in its Founda- 
tion, than that which teaches Men to imagine, that by Be- 
neficence to others they can compenſate for perſonal Vices, 
and ſecure themſelves, by certain Works of private or publick 
Charity, from the Effects of that Guilt, which they contract 
by an habitual. Courſe of Immorality and Wickedneſs, No: 
Benevolence of Diſpoſition, manifeſted by the ſubſtantial 
Fruits of Goodneſs, and accompanied with ſtrict Integrity of 
Heart, and an univerſal Probity of Life and Manners, is that 
pure and undefiled Religion which the Father approyes; that 
genuine Worſhip of him in Spirit and in Truth which he 
ſeeks, and will finally reward. And this brings me, 


II. To the ſecond General; which is to demonſtrate, that 
this Account of pure and undefiled Religion is true. Religi- 
on, or the Worſhip of God in general, implies, that Regard 
which reaſonable Creatures ſbew and expreſs, towards him, 
upon the Account of his Perfections and Benefits, and in Obe- 
dience to his Will, whether diſcovered by Reaſon or Revela- 
tion, either in the inward Affections of theit Minds, the 
Words of their Mouths, or. the Actions of their Lives, upon 
the Views, and with the Hopes of a Reward in a future State. 
Hence it follows, that Religion is in its Nature a reaſonable 
Service, becauſe the Service of | reaſonable; Being; and that 
nothing can, deſerve the honourable: Character of Religion 
that is not founded in Truth, and directed by Reaſon and Ua- 
. iT 7 B derſtanding. 


10 Benevolence and Integrity 
derſtanding. It is alſo plain from henee, that Actions, which 
are in themſel ves intrinſically good and commendable, yet if 
they are not performed with a becoming Regard to God, 
from a Senſe of his Authority, and with a View to his Ap- 
probation and Acceptance, they are not properly the Actions 
and Expreſſions of Religion and Piety ; for he ho comes to 
God, as a Worſhipper of him, muſt believe that he is, and that 
he is a Rewarder eben that diligently ſeek him. Whatſoe ver 
Men do through the Dictates of natural Affections, and the 
Sway and Influence of their Paſſions, is properly Humanity. 
When the Rule they act by is the Truth and Fitneſs of 
Things; Reaſon, and the natural Obligation which reſults 
from it; this is ſtrictly Morality and Virtue, When to this 
they add the Authority of God, the Conſideration of his 
Will, the Defire of Conformity to him, and the Expectation 
of a Reward from him, as the Motives of their Actions; this 
is properly Religion and Piety: And when all theſe Conſidera- 
tions meet together in the Mind, and have their Weight to 
influence and direct the Actions of Men's Lives, then they act 
an human, virtuous, and religious Part; a Part ſuitable to the 
Conſtitution of their Frame, and the Relations in which they 
ſtand as created and dependent Beins. 
Tis not therefore the ' mere viſiting the Fatherleſs and 
Widows àn their Afflictions, nor any other like Actions of Be- 
nevolence and Charity; tis not our abſtaining from the groſ- 
ſer Vices of a profligate and degenerate Age, and thus keeping 
our ſelves unſpotted from the World, which ef it ſelf conſt- 
rutes the Nature of Religion; in like manner as Pièty, and 
the Worſfiip of God, doth not confiſt in the mere Attention 
to the Word: preached, the uttering certain Forms of Expteſ. 
fion with our Mouths, and the engaging in any of the poſt» | 
tive Inſt itutions of Chriſtianity; to which Things, I know 
not for what Reaſon, the Name of Religion hath been ap- 
propriated: greatly ts the Prejudice of other very ſubſtantial 
and important Branches of Chriſtian Piet y... 
1. For if Religien and Piety, ſtrictly peaking,” be placed 
in the ſerious Drſpoftion oft the Heart, and the Turn of the 
Affections towards God, then whatever proceeds from ſuch a 
erb 1 9 . 7 Temper, 
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Temper, and hath ſuch Affections attending it, muſt be, in 
the Nature of Things, and in the Regards of God, properly 
Religion; and by Conſequence the Cultivating a benevolent 
Temper, and chearfully abounding in the Fruits of Goodneſs, 
in Imitation of the Divine Example, out of Deference to God's 
Authority, and with the Deſire of pleaſing him, and being 
approved by him, muſt deſerve this honourable Character. 
And for the ſame Reaſon, it muſt be as real an Inſtance of 
ſolid and rational Piety, when Men, from the Conſideration 
of the abſolute Perfection and Rectitude of the Divine Nature, 
from the intire Approbation of it in their Judgment, and a 
ſtrong and prevailing Ambition to reſemble God, and be 
cloathed with his Likeneſs ; keep themſelves at the utmoſt 
Diſtance from the Impurities of an evil World, are careful 
to maintain all their Powers and Faculties in their due State 
of Subjection and Order, to preſerve their Minds pure from 
every criminal Deformity and Blemiſh, and to abound in the 
Practice of all moral Virtue. Even the Prayer of an upright 
Heart, and the Thankſgivings of a grateful Breaſt, are not 
nobler Inſtances of Worſhip and Homage to God than this. 

2. If Religion be repreſented as conſiſting in a Regard to the 
Reaſon and itneſs of Things, and the Qbligation to the great 
Duties of it, be conſidered as reſulting from the neceſſary Rela- 
tion we bear to God; is not the benevolent Temper every way 
proper and fit? Are not the Bounties of a generous Charity al- 
together reaſonable and becoming? Do they not naturally re- 
ſult from certain and fixed Relations, and even from the Re- 
lations which every Man bears to his great Creator and ſoyercign 
Lord} Is it not the neceſſary and unalterable Duty of a reaſon- 
able Creature, to maintain the Dignity, and preſerve the Re- 
ctitude of his Nature, amidſt the moſt powerful Inducements 
to Vice? Is there not an unchangeable Propriety and Fitneſs in 
this, immediately flowing from his Dependance on God for 
Life and Happineſs? Þ _ | "bs v1 
3. If Religion be confider'd as the Homage and Adoration 
of a reaſonable Being paid to God, as including ſolemn Acts 
of Worſhip, performed in Honour to him; an uniform Vir- 
tue; and an active Mnaved ger, g juſtly come 1 
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ſacred Character, and are indeed ſome of the nobleſt Inſtan- 
ces of Efleem and Veneration that can be ſhewn him. The 
Man who is deſtitute of the benevolent Temper, and a Stran- 
ger to the Dictates of Goodnefs ; who enters into all the Vices 
of a degenerate Age, and debaſes his Nature by criminal In- 
dulgences; whatever may be his Profeſſions of admiring, ho- 
nouring, and worſhipping God, yet demonſtrates by his Pra- 
ctice, that he hath no prevailing Reverence for him, and de- 
nies him the moſt acceptable Worſhip that he can pay him, 
But can there be a nobler Proof of Sentiments of ſolid Piety in 
the Heart, than the regular Actions of an exemplary uſeful 
Life? Can there be a more valuable Sacrifice offered to God 
than an upright Heart, and an uncorrupted Behaviour? Can 
any one expreſs an higher Approbation, or more honourable 
Regard for the Rectitude of the Divine Nature, than by en- 
dea vouring to maintain the Purity of his own? Or manifeſt a 
ſtronger Eſteem for, or pay his Adorations to God, as the 
moſt beneficent and friendly Being, in a more worthy and be- 
coming Manner, than by following the Divine Example, in 
being as extenſively uſefol as he can? The regular Virtue of 
a good Man, living under the fixed Belief and Awe of God, is 
the Payment of à perpetual Homage, the, doing him the 
higheſt Honour he is capable of, and the moſt e al Me- 
thod i by which he can in reality glorify him 
4. If Religion be made to conſiſt in a Conformity to, and 
Reſemblance of God, Benevolence and Integrity will, in a 
peculiar Manner, deſerve this honourable Character. There 
are ſome Acts of Piety, which however reaſonable in them- 
ſelves, and becoming our dependent and neceſſitous State, yet 
are ſo far from carrying in them, or inferring a real Likeneſs 
to God, that they are demonſtrative Proofs of the contrary. 
Prayer is the Acknowledgment of our Wants: Thankſgivings 
are the Expreſſions of our Obligations; and the Uſe of all in- 
ſtituted poſitive Means of Worſhip, are Proofs of our -Ig- 
norance; Inattention, and great Imperfection. But none of 
theſe can be, without great Impiety; aſcribed to God; and 
by Conſequence, ſuch Acts of Worſhip and Religion are the 
Evidences of the Meanneſs of our Condition, and of the infi- 
9521 8 As. nite 
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nite Difference and Diſtance that there is between God and us · 
Whereas the maintaining the inward Purity of our Hearts, 
and an unblemiſhed Holineſs of Life and Converſation, carries 
in the very Notion of it a Conformity to God, and is that ve- 
ry Image and Likeneſs to God which ſtamps on thoſe who 
wear it the trueſt Dignity, and renders them capable, and 
even worthy, of his Acceptance. And though the Rectitude of 
his Nature be in every reſpe& perfect; and he is infinitely 
amiable upon account of all his Perfections; yet that which 
creates in us the higheſt Eſteem for him, excites our warmeſt 
Affections towards him, and produces a firm Confidence and- 
Truſt in him, is the Benevolence of his Nature, his Compaſ- 
fion to our Wants, his Readineſs to ſupply them, the un- 
bounded Liberality of his Providence, and the infinitely vari- 
ous Effects of his Goodneſs and Mercy. And by Conſequence, 
if Religion conſiſts in an Imitation of, and Conformity to 
God, the Benevolence of a good Man, expreſſed in all ſuit- 

able Inſtances of Kindneſs and Love, is Religion in the high- 

eſt and nobleſt Senſe ; as it carries in it the moſt perfect Re- 
ſemblance to God, in that which is his lovelieſt Glory, and 


— a Luſtre and Beauty over every other Attribute of his- 
arure. | 


F. If by Religion we mean thoſe Expreſſions of our Ho- 
mage and Duty to God, which are founded upon his expreſs 
Command, and inculcated immediately and directly by his 
Authority, Benevolence, and Integrity of Heart and Life, 
will come under this Denomination equally with any other 
Inſtances of Duty whatſoever. For though their primary. 
Obligation flows from the unchangeable Nature of Things, 
and our Character and Relation as reaſonable Beings, and 
muſt therefore be ſo far antecedent to, and independent of all 
poſitive Will and Command; yet this natural Obligation is 
ſtrengthen'd by the expreſs Authority of God himſelf; and 
what the Frame of our Beings, and the Dictates of our own. 
Reaſon lead us to, receives an additional Enforcement from 
Divine Revelation. He hath ſbewed thee, O Man, what is: 
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good, and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, to love 
Mercy, and walk humbly with thy God, was the Doctrine of the 
inſpired Prophets under the Old Teſtament Diſpenſation, teach- 
ing Men to know the Righteouſneſs of the Lord,, or inſtructing 
them in the Nature and Duties of acceptable Religion. And 
when God was pleaſed to warn his rebellious and degenerate 
People of old of-their Danger, and to beſeech them to take 
the proper Methods to prevent their Ruin, this was the Ex- 
hortation: Waſh ye, make you clean, put away the Evil of your 
Doings from before mine Eyes, ceaſe io do Evil, learn to do well, 
Seek Fudgment, relieve the Oppreſſed, judge the Fatherleſs, and 
plead for the Widows*, The very Doctrine of the Apoſtle in 
my Text ; that pure Religion, and undefiled before God and the 
Father, is to viſit the Orphans and Widows in their Aſlictions, 
and to keep himſelf unſpotted from the World. OE 

The peculiar Character by which God is deſcribed in the 
New Teſtament, is that of a Father, both as he is the God 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and as he is our God 
and Father in and through him. And therefore when the 
Apoſtle declares, that the Viſiting the Fatherleſs and Widow 
in their Afflictions, &c. is pure Religion, and undefiled before 
God, even the Father, he means, that tis pure, genuine, uncor- 
rupted Chriſtianity ; the es that the Father hath appoint- 
ed by his Son Jeſus Chriſt, which he expects from all that wear 
his Name, and which he will aceept and finally reward. The 
Words pure and undefiled are, as a learned Expoſitor obſerves, 
taken from Jewels, the Value of which conſiſts in their being 
bright and clear. So that Beneficence and len are ge- 
nuine, unadulterated Chriſtianity, that like a. finiſhed. Dia- 
mond, hath an unclouded Luſtre, is brilliant, without ſpot 
or blemin. © e el Shun 
I here ſeem. to have been ſome, even in the early Days of 
dhe Church, during the very Lives of the Apoſtles, who ima- 
-vined that Chriſtianity conſiſted in certain external Ordinan- 
ces, ſuch as hearing of the Word, and the like Forms of 
Godlineſs, or in an unactive and ineffectual Faith, i, e., in the 
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mere Belief of the Truths of the Goſpel, that did not exert-it 
ſelf in the good Works of a Chriſtian Obedience. This is 
what our Apoſtle directly oppoſes, by exhorting thoſe he 
wrote to, To be Doers of the Word, and not Hearers only", for 
that otherwiſe they would but deceive themſelves ; and by put- 
ting the Queſtion home to-their own Conſciences: What doth 
it profit, my Brethren, though a Man ſay be hath Faith, and 
have not Works? Can Faith ſave bim? And finally, by lay- 
ing down this plain Concluſion, I ſee then, how that by Works 
a Man is juſtified, and not by Faith only k. 

Hearing of the Word, believing Principles of Truth, and 
the Obſervance of poſitive Inſtitutions, are very far from con- 
ſtituting and water? wurm, the Religion of a Chriſtian, and be- 
ing the moſt excellent and acceptable Parts of Chriſtian Piety 
and Worſhip; though the Words Religion and Godlineſs, and 
ſerious Piety, have been too frequently applied and appropriated 
to ſuch kind of Things. They have indeed their proper Uſe, and 
are not to be neglected. Hearing the Word is to be attended on 
as the proper Means of Inſtruction and Knowledge; and Men 
are to ſeek after and embrace the Truth, that they may always 
have within their Breaſts proper Principles and Motives of 
Action. Pofitive Inſtitutions are alfo appointed, and ought 
to be regarded as Means and Helps to a more excellent End, 
even to ſubſerve the Intereſt,” and promote the Spirit and Pra- 
ctice of ſubſtantial Godlineſs ; but they are-ſo far from con- 
taining the Whole, or principal. Part of Religion and Piety, 
that they have neither the Subſtance, nor deſerve the Name of 
Religion, when they are reſted in, and not made conducive to 
higher and more valuable Purpoſes. And indeed there cannot 
be a Miſtake of a more dangerous Conſequence, than in ma- 
king ſerious Piety to conſiſt merely in ſuch kind of Obſervan- 
ces as theſe ; which, when they don't 2 the Heart, and 
diſpoſe Men for all the good Works of Chriſtian Obedience, 
have not one ſingle Circumſtance to recommend them, and 
can be of no Advantage to thoſe who engage in them; yea, 
which have in them the very Nature of Sin, as they are cer- 
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tain Proofs of Inſincerity and Hypocriſy, and are declared to 
be the Averſion and Abhorrence of God. X 
Tis for this Reaſon that we find but very little ſaid about 
poſitive Inſtitutions in the New Teſtament, which are but 
few in Number, and plain in their Nature, as appointed by 
our Saviour; that Men might not be led to be over ſolicitous 
and zealous about them, nor to lay too great a Streſs and De- 
pendance on them; but might learn to apply themſelves to, 
and exerciſe themſelves .in thoſe nobler Duties, and Inſtances 
of more ſubſtantial Godlineſs, which are of immutable and 
eternal Obligation; in which conſiſts that Worſhip in Spirit 
and Truth which the Father ſeeks, and which are therefore 
Frequently and expreſly recommended and commanded, 
Purity of Heart', hungring and thirſting after Righteouſ- 
nels *, and the Exerciſe of Mercy, was the Religion recom- 
mended hy our Lord himſelf; and that Perfection which he 
injoins as the beſt Imitation of his heavenly Father, is the 
Perfection of Love and Goodneſs ; the Love of our Enemies, 
the Bleſſing them that curſe us, and the doing Good to them 
that hate us*. The Religion taught by his Apoſtles was of 
the ſame excellent and friendly Nature. They that are Chrift's 
Bave crucified the Fleſh, with the Aﬀetions and Luſts e; and 
the Fruit of the Spirit is Love and Goodneſs as well as Faith *, 
In Chriſt Feſus neither Circumcifion availeth any Thing, nor 
DUncircumcifion, but Faith which worketh by Love; and the 
very End of the Chrifltian Commandment is Charity out of a pure 
Heart, and of à goed Conſcience *, The peculiar Habit, and 
diſtinguiſhing Ornament of Chriſtians, thoſe holy, beloved, and 
elect of God, are Bowels of Mercies, Kindneſs, Meekneſs, Long- 
452010 and Forgiveneſi; and whatever they forget, they 
ould always remember to communicate, and to do good, be- 
Cauſe with ſuch Sacrifices God is well pleaſed *. So that if Re- 
gion be conſidered as the ſpecial Appointment of God, Inte- 
ET ind Benevolence muſt be allowed to be eſſential Branches 
BI moi nt; on oo; % 
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6. And finally, if we conſider it as the Preparation for, and 
attended with the Promiſe of a peculiar Reward from God in 
a future State, Goodneſs in Diſpoſition, and Practice, joined 
with uncorrupted Morals, and an unblemiſhed Probity of Be- 
-haviour, will neceſſarily be included in the Notion and Ac- 
count of it, and be indeed the grand, conſtituent and eſſential 
Parts of it. The infinite Bleſſedneſs of God himſelf is found- 
ed upon the abſolute Rectitude of his Nature, and his perfect 
Freedom from all moral Evil. Was it poſſible for him to be 
ſubject to thoſe ſinful Diſorders and Infirmities that more or 
leſs infect all Mankind, he would in proportion be ſubject to 
their Afflictions and Miſeries alſo. But as he is not capable of 
any of thoſe diſordered impotent Affections and Paſſions, to 
which our Vices and Calamities are peculiarly owing, tis im- 
poſſible his Happineſs can ever be interrupted or diſturbed; or 
that he can know by Experience a Moment's Uneaſineſs and 
Diſtreſs. As his Actions are all directed by everlaſting Righte- 
ouſneſs and Truth, he can't but view them with the moſt in- 
tire Approbation and. Complacency. As the Benevolence of 
his Nature is an incorruptible Principle, as the Objects of his 
Care are innumerable, as the Effects of his Goodneſs are bound - 
leſs, and large as the Number of his Creatures, and the infi- 
nite Variety of their Wants; what muſt be the Satisfaction 
ariſing in the eternal Mind, from the Contemplation ef all 
.thoſe infinitely various Capacities for Happineſs: which be 
bimſelf hath formed, and thoſe liberal and never- failing Com- 
munications, by which he continues to ſupply and gratify 
them? And in Proportion as any of his reaſonable Creatures 
are poſſeſſed of the like Rectitude and Perfection of Mind, 
cultivate the ſame Benevolence of Diſpoſition, and employ 
themſelves in correſpondent Acts of Goodneſs and Mercy, ſo 
far their Happineſs muſt neceſſarily be of the ſame Kind, and 
built upon the ſame Foundation with the Happineſs of God 
himſelf: They have the unalterable Diſpoſition for Bleſſed- 
neſs, and in — World they dwell, they will, they muſt, 
be ſatisfied from themſelves.» . % 4 
And in whatſoever the peculiar Bleſſoducſa promiſed. in the 
Goſpel conſiſts, tis aſſured, * | . 
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whoſe Charactets I have been deſcribing. Bliſſd are the Pure 


in Heart, for they ſball ſer Gon; bleſſed are #be Merciful, for 
Hall obtain Mercy. And hen our bleſſed Lord is deſcri- 
bing che Proceſs of the final Judgment, and the Reaſons of 


cthoſe Rewards and Punifhmenrs which ſhall be reſpectively 


diſtributed at that great Day, he tells us: Then Hall the King 
Jay ura it hem on his right Hand, Come ye Blefſed of my Father, 
King dom prepared for you from the Foundation of the 
HWerld': For I was bungry, and ye gave me Meat; I was thir- 
Joy; and ye gave me Drink ;' I was a Stranger, and ye took me 
ain; nalen, and ye clothed me ; T nas fick, and yr Tifited mr; 
Foul in Prin, and ye came unte me. For in at much at ye 
dune dime it unto une of the leuſi f thefe ny Bretbren, ye have 
Jdone it unto me. So that for you who paſs rhrough the World 
untainted, and unſubdued wich the Luſts of it, and delight in 
Goodneſs, and ſhew your: Love to the Son of God, by your 
cheerful; Liberality: to his Followers and Friends, for you -is 
dis heavenly Kingdom prepared, and the Saviour Himſelf | 
to younhe Rewards of it. 

Aae s y*Charities in which moſt of you tak 


| engaged, and to which many of you have liberully concribu- 


ted, it t have been thought an improbable Undertaking 
nochuve empted ahother inrirely new. But Chriſtian Bene- 
wolence;/ when joined with a Capacity to do Good, knows tb 
2adof Its Bounty, never ceaſes to exert it ſelf in Acts of Kind- 
neſt , whilſt there are Objects to need and deſerve its Aſſiſtance. 
Lou engaged as readily as you were afked,” and when the de- 
ſtitute Widows and Orphans of the Miniſters of Chriſt were 
named to you, ſor your Compaſſion, you cheur fully reſplvod 
to viſit them in their Affliction, and Wan 4 erte or 
their: Succour and Relieff. 

The Friendſhip of good Men 1 ae Minn" 
and Happineſs ; Lhd the Opportunity Providence' gave me of 
* that Sbare of Intereſt 1 had in them, for dhe 
carrying/on fo noble and excellent a Charity us this of raliew- 
ing the Widows of your Miniſters, -atid putting their helpte& 
Children to ſueh Employments as may — 6'thetn a com- 
Aal Afliſtance, 1 mall always 2 with the ſincereſt 


Pleaſure, 
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Pleaſure, and Gratitude to Almighty God; and ſhall ever think 
my ſelf under peculiar Obligations to you, who voluntarily 
became Parties in this Affair on the firſt Propoſal, and by your 
Bounty in contributing to it, and Steadineſs and great Pru- 
dence in the Management of it, have given me the defireable 
Froſpect, chat it hall not barely live, but even flouriſh and 
proſper too. . | | | 1 8880 
This Charity many of you have already engaged in, and to 
vrhich I beg all your Aſſiſtance, is of ſuch a Nature, as ſpeaks. 
and pleads powerfulty for it (elf; tis to viſit Orphans'and Wi- 
dows in their Afflictions; Widows in fach Circumſtances as. 
to be us of the common Methods of procuring a Sub- 
ſiſtanoe for themſelves, or a Maintenance for their Children. 
Orphans, quite deſtitute of all worldly Proviſion, and who 
have generally few Friends to help or pity them, though they. 
have as generally paternal Merit to recommend them, and 
ſhould not be wholly overlooked, out of regard to their Fa- 
ther's Piety and Uſefulneſs, | [DAS of Tre 
For *tis in behalf of che Orphans and Widows of the Mini- 
ſters of our Lord Jeſus that I ſtand here as an Interoeſſor; 
Men, who contented themſelves with Poverty that they 
might fill others with the un/earchable Riches of Chrift ; and 
choſe Uſefulnefs-with a good Conſcience and a due Regard to 
Liberty, rather than any worldly Advantages with che Want of 
either; Men, whom God made inſtrumental to beget others. 
to Salvation and Happineſs through the Goſpel, living them- 
ſelves in many Neceſſities, and leaving their. Widows and 
Children, after Death, wholly deſtitute and unprovided.. 
Send not away therefore the Widows of ſuch Men empty, nor 
deſpiſe the Cry of their fatherleſs Children. | 
he Charity it ſelf is built upon the moſt extenſive and ge- 
nerous Foundation: Twas never begun with a Party Spirit, and: 


I cruſt in God, will never be managed with Partiality. The 
Widows and Children of the Miniſters of all our Denomina- 
tions, without Exception, are entitled to Aſſiſtance; and the 
Preference that will be made will be only of ſuch whoſe Ne- 
ceſſities are moſt preſſing, and firſt deſerve Compaſſion and 
Regard, The View of the Charity reaches to Futurity, _ | 
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if God is pleaſed to encourage the Deſign, and ſtirs up your 
Hearts to lend your Aſſiſtance towards ay carrying it om the 
- Supply that is miniſter'd will be annual. 

If therefore there be any Conſolation i in Chriſt, if any Com 
Fort of Love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bowels 
and Mercies, encourage this my Hope, and fulfil my Joy. 
Forgive me, that I thus beſeech you to be Imitators of that 
God, whoſe affecting Character it is, that he is a Father to the 
Fatherleſß, and an Huſband to the Widow. Bear with me, 
that I exhort you with Earneſtneſs and Love, thus to copy af- 
ter the Example of the Beſt of Beings, and to help thoſe deſti- 
tute and forſaken Objects whom God himſelf points out as 
peculiarly Worthy your Compaſſion and Aſſiſtance. Thanks 
be to God for what hath been already done, and may the 
Bleſſing of Heaven reward you ſeven fold, for your Labour 
of Love, and the generous Proofs of your kind Affection to- 
wards them. And let every one, who goes from hence, lend 
his Aſſiſtance, according to his Ability, to a Service ſo neceſ- 
ſary in it ſelf, and ſo acceptable to God ; that as pure and un- 
defiled Religion conſiſts in viſiting; the Fatherleſs and Widows 
in their Affliction, ſo you may be able to ſay with the ſame 
Sincerity and Pleaſure as Fob did; The Bleſſing o bim that 
was ready to periſh came aßen 1 ond 1 en . * aer 
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